
DARPA Robotics Challenge Finals 

Team Contacts for Media 

 

Germany     

 

Team Hector  
 Lead Organization: Technische Universität Darmstadt 
 Team Leader: Oskar von Stryk 
 Location: Darmstadt 
 Robot Name: Johnny 05 
 Media POC: Oskar von Stryk 
 Contact Information: stryk@sim.tu-darmstadt.de, +49 6151-

162513 
 Website: http://www.tu-darmstadt.de/index.en.jsp  
 Twitter: @DarmstadtRescue 
 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TeamHectorDarmstadt  

 

 

Team NimbRo Rescue  
 Lead Organization: University of Bonn 
 Team Leader: Sven Behnke 
 Location: Bonn 
 Robot Name: Momaro 
 Media POC: Sven Behnke 
 Contact Information: behnke@cs.uni-bonn.de, +49 228-73-4422 
 Website: http://www.ais.uni-bonn.de/nimbro/Rescue  
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/NimbRoMomaro  

 
 

Hong Kong     

 

Team HKU  
 Lead Organization: The University of Hong Kong 
 Team Leader: Robert Hung 
 Location: Hong Kong 
 Robot Name: Atlas 
 Media POCs: Tommy Hu, Chris Roberts  
 Contact Information: hutommy@connect.hku.hk, +1 (206) 235 

0792; rcr8@hku.hk, +1 (616) 822 1546 
 Website: http://engg.hku.hk/home/robotics/index.htm  
 YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc9wJ2UaP-

hLFrAjWDT4ziw  
 



Italy     

 

Team WALK-MAN  
 Lead Organizations: Istituto Italiano di Tecnologia, University 

of Pisa 
 Team Leader: Nikos Tsagarakis 
 Locations: Genoa and Pisa 
 Robot Name: WALK-MAN 
 Media POC: Valeria delle Cave, Valentina Polini   
 Contact Information: Valeria.DelleCave@iit.it,  

+39 3351004203 (in Italy) / + 39 3311741097 (in U.S. from 
May 30 – June 8), valentina.polini@iit.it, +39 3666922850 (in 
Italy) / +39 3666913402 (in U.S. from May 30 - June 8) 

 Website: www.walk-man.eu  
 Twitter: @IITalk 
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/IITalk  

 
 

Japan 

 

Team Aero  
 Lead Organization: The University of Tokyo 
 Team Leader: Yasuto Shiigi 
 Location: Tokyo 
 Robot Name: Aero DRC 
 Media POC: Akira Tejima 
 Contact Information: aero.drc@gmail.com, +1 (925) 518-3525   
 Website: http://www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/  
 Google+: https://plus.google.com/117741255440007459954/   

 
 
 

 

Team AIST-NEDO  
 Lead Organization: National Institute of Advanced Industrial 

Science and Technology 
 Team Leader: Fumio Kanehiro 
 Location: Tokyo 
 Robot Name: HRP-2 Kai 
 Media POC: AIST Planning Headquarters, Tsukuba 
 Contact Information: intl-media-ml@aist.go.jp, +81 29-861-

2000 
 Website: http://www.aist.go.jp/index_en.html  

 



 

Team HRP2-Tokyo  
 Lead Organization: The University of Tokyo 
 Team Leader: Masayuki Inaba 
 Location: Tokyo 
 Robot Name: HRP-2 
 Media POC: Masayuki Inaba 
 Contact Information: kyoin@jsk.imi.i.u-tokyo.ac.jp, +81 3-5841-

7416 
 Websites: http://www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/, 

http://global.kawada.jp/mechatronics/hrp2.html   
 
 
 

 

Team NEDO-Hydra  
 Lead Organizations: The University of Tokyo, Chiba Institute of 

Technology, Osaka University, Kobe University  
 Team Leader: Yoshihiko Nakamura 
 Location: Tokyo, Chiba, Osaka and Kobe 
 Robot Name: Hydra 
 Media POC: Yoshihiko Nakamura 
 Contact Information: nakamura@ynl.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp, +81 80-

4175-9697  
 Website: http://www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/  

 
 

 

Team NEDO-JSK  
 Lead Organization: The University of Tokyo 
 Team Leader: Yohei Kakiuchi 
 Location: Tokyo 
 Robot Name: JAXON 
 Media POC: Yohei Kakiuchi 
 Contact Information: kyoin@jsk.imi.i.u-tokyo.ac.jp, +81 3-5841-

7416 
 Website: http://www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/  

 
     

   



South Korea   

 

Team KAIST  
 Lead Organizations: Korea Advanced Institute of Science and 

Technology, Rainbow Co. 
 Team Leader: Jun Ho Oh 
 Location: Daejeon 
 Robot Name: DRC-Hubo 
 Media POC: Hyoin Bae 
 Contact Information: pos97110@kaist.ac.kr, +82 10-9239-6250 
 Website: www.kaist.edu  
 YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4R1heJq6gtqd7fSUP6ALow  

 

 

Team ROBOTIS  
 Lead Organization: ROBOTIS  
 Team Leader: Jeakweon Han 
 Location: Seoul 
 Robot Name: THORMANG 2 
 Media POC: Aaron Park 
 Contact Information: aaronpark@robotis.com, +1 (213) 248-

4490  
 Website: http://www.robotis.com  

 
 

 

Team SNU  
 Lead Organization: Seoul National University 
 Team Leader: Jaeheung Park 
 Location: Seoul 
 Robot Name: THORMANG 
 Media POC: JunBo Chae  
 Contact Information: lisser@snu.ac.kr, +82 10 6553 0640  
 Websites: http://dyros.snu.ac.kr/drc-comp/, 

http://mipal.snu.ac.kr, http://www.simlab.co.kr  
 

     

   



United States 

 

Tartan Rescue  
 Lead Organization: Carnegie Mellon University, National 

Robotics Engineering Center 
 Team Leader: Tony Stentz 
 Location: Pittsburgh 
 Robot Name: CHIMP 
 Media POC: Byron Spice 
 Contact Information: bspice@cs.cmu.edu, +1 (412) 559-8501 
 Website: http://www.tartanrescue.org/  
 Twitter: @TartanRescue, @SCSatCMU 
 Instagram: @scsatcmu 
 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tartanrescue  
 YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/nationalrobotics  

 

 

Team DRC-Hubo @ UNLV 
 Lead Organization: University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
 Team Leader: Paul Oh 
 Location: Las Vegas 
 Robot Name: DRC-Hubo (a.k.a., “Metal Rebel”) 
 Media POC: Megan Downs 
 Contact Information: megan.downs@unlv.edu, +1 (702) 895-

3965, +1 (702) 755-3615 
 Website: http://www.drc-hubo.com  
 Twitter: @UNLVEngineering   

 
 

 

Team Grit 
 Lead Organizations: Grit Robotics, Colorado Mesa University, 

CAPCO Incorporated 
 Team Leader: Karl Castelton 
 Location: Grand Junction, Colo. 
 Robot Name: Cog-Burn 
 Media POC: Karl Castleton 
 Contact Information: karl.castleton@gmail.com, +1 (970) 234-

6067 
 Website: http://www.gritrobotics.co/  
 Twitter: @Mojavaton 

 



 

Team IHMC Robotics  
 Lead Organization: Florida Institute for Human & Machine 

Cognition 
 Team Leader: Jerry Pratt 
 Location: Pensacola, Fla. 
 Robot Name: Running Man (Atlas) 
 Media POC: Doug Stephen  
 Contact Information: dstephen@ihmc.us, +1 (850) 598-7877, 

+1 (850) 202-4415 
 Website: http://robots.ihmc.us/drc/  
 Twitter: @IHMCRobotics 

 

 

Team MIT  
 Lead Organization: Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
 Team Leader: Russ Tedrake 
 Location: Cambridge, Mass. 
 Robot Name: Helios (Atlas) 
 Media POC: Adam Conner-Simons 
 Contact Information: aconner@csail.mit.edu,  +1 (617) 324-

9135  
 Website: http://drc.mit.edu/  
 Twitter: @mitdrc   
 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MITCSAIL  
 YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/MITDRC  

 
 

 

Team RoboSimian  
 Lead Organization: NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
 Team Leader: Brett Kennedy 
 Location: Pasadena, Calif. 
 Robot Name: RoboSimian 
 Media POCs: Liz Landau, David Steitz 
 Contact Information: Elizabeth.R.Landau@jpl.nasa.gov, +1 

(818) 359-3241, david.steitz@nasa.gov, +1 (202) 358-1730 
 Website: http://www-

robotics.jpl.nasa.gov/tasks/showTask.cfm?TaskID=236&tdaID=700043  
 

 

Team THOR  
 Lead Organizations: University of California - Los Angeles, 

University of Pennsylvania 
 Team Leader: Dennis Hong 
 Location: Los Angeles, Philadelphia 
 Robot Name: THOR-RD 
 Media POC: Bill Kisliuk, Dennis Hong 
 Contact Information: bkisliuk@support.ucla.edu, +1 (310) 612-

1956, dennishong@ucla.edu, +1 (310) 825-9471 
 Website: www.thordrc.com  

 



 

 

Team TRACLabs 
 Lead Organization: TRACLabs, Inc. 
 Team Leader: Rob Burridge 
 Location: Webster, Texas 
 Robot Name: Hercules (Atlas) 
 Media POC: David Kortenkamp, Rob Burridge 
 Contact Information: korten@traclabs.com, +1 (281) 461-7886, 

rrburridge@gmail.com  
 Website: http://traclabs.com/  

 
 
 

 

Team Trooper  
 Lead Organizations: Lockheed Martin Advanced Technology 

Laboratories; Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute; University of 
Pennsylvania 

 Team Leader: Todd Danko 
 Locations: Cherry Hill, N.J.; Troy, N.Y.; Philadelphia 
 Robot Name: Leo (Atlas) 
 Media POC: Samantha Kupersmith 
 Contact Information: samantha.b.kupersmith@lmco.com, +1 

(856) 792-9817, +1 (609) 314-6042 
 Website: 

http://www.lockheedmartin.com/us/products/DRC.html  
 Twitter: @lockheedmartin  

 

 

Team Valor  
 Lead Organization: Virginia Tech College of Engineering 
 Team Leader: Tomonari Furukawa 
 Location: Blacksburg, Va. 
 Robot Name: ESCHER 
 Media POC: Steven Mackay 
 Contact Information: robotics@vt.edu, smackay@vt.edu, +1 

(540) 231-4787 
 Website: http://www.me.vt.edu/trec/team-valor/ 
 Twitter: @trecvt  

 
 
 
 



 

Team ViGIR  
 Lead Organizations: TORC Robotics, Technische Universität 

Darmstadt, Virginia Tech, Oregon State University, Cornell 
University, Leibniz University of Hannover 

 Team Leader: David Conner 
 Location: Blacksburg, Va.; Darmstadt, Germany; Corvallis, 

Ore.; Ithaca, NY; Hannover, Germany 
 Robot Name: Florian (Atlas) 
 Media POCs: Ashley Neelis (general queries, photos, social 

media), David Conner (technical queries, site visits)  
 Contact Information: neelis@torcrobotics.com, +1 (540) 443-

6665, conner@torcrobotics.com 
 Website: http://www.teamvigir.org/  
 Twitter: @teamvigir 
 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/teamvigir  
 YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/teamvigir  

 

 

Team WPI-CMU  
 Lead Organization: Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
 Team Leader: Michael Gennert 
 Location: Worcester, Mass. 
 Robot Name: Warner (Atlas) 
 Media POC: Eileen Brangan Mell 
 Contact Information: ebmell@wpi.edu, 774-437-8767 
 Website: http://drc.wpi.edu/  
 Twitter: @WPI_WARNER 

 

 

   



Supporting Organizations 

Fairplex 

 Media POC: Renee Hernandez 

 Contact Information: hernandez@fairplex.com, +1 (909) 865-4261 

 Website: http://www.fairplex.com/fp/  

 Twitter: @Fairplex 

 Instagram: @Fairplex 

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/fairplex 

 YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/fairplex  

Open Source Robotics Foundation (OSRF) 

 Media POC: Tim Smith, Element Public Relations 

 Contact Information: tsmith@elementpr.com, +1 (415) 350-3019 

 Website: http://www.osrfoundation.org/ 

 Twitter: @OSRFoundation 

Polaris 

 Media POC: Donna Beadle 

 Contact Information: Donna.beadle@polaris.com, +1 (763) 542-2314 

 Website: http://www.polaris.com/en-us/ranger-utv  

 Twitter: @PolarisTweets 

 


