Sample News Release

Below is a sample news release that teams can customize and distribute to the media on their letterhead to gain media coverage for their entries.

(Team/Sponsor Name) Prepares for Grand Challenge

U.S. Department of Defense to Hold Autonomous Robotic Ground Vehicle Event in 2004;

(Team/Sponsor Name) Announces Plans to Compete for $1 Million Prize
For Immediate Release




Contact:
(Spokesperson name)

(Month date, year)







(Phone number)

(Team Hometown City, State) – (Team/Sponsor Name) will enter a team in the upcoming Grand Challenge for autonomous robotic vehicles planned by the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) of the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD), (Team Spokesperson, Title of Affiliation) has announced.

Scheduled for March 2004, the DARPA Grand Challenge for autonomous robotic ground vehicles will cover a course of approximately 300 miles between Los Angeles and Las Vegas, and the team that most quickly completes the route in less than the prescribed time will receive a cash prize of $1 million.  This challenge is intended to spur the accelerated development of autonomous robotic ground vehicle technology for military applications, and is the first in a series of Grand Challenges planned by DARPA.

“We are pleased to be part of this historic event, and look forward to helping the U.S. Department of Defense enhance national security through the increased use of robotics in combat,” said (Team Spokesperson/Title).  “Our qualifications include (2-3 team-specific items), and we are confident that our team’s expertise will allow us to field a competitive vehicle if we are able to generate sufficient support.”

Since announcing it will compete in the Grand Challenge, (Team/Sponsor Name) has been hard at work designing a vehicle that meets DARPA’s requirements to travel on its own with no human assistance over the course’s rugged terrain.  As part of its vehicle development efforts for the Grand Challenge, (Team/Sponsor Name) seeks support from interested underwriters that could benefit from the widespread visibility that the event will attract, and is open to discussions with potential sponsors.

(Boilerplate paragraph on Team/Sponsor)

DARPA is the central research and development organization for the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD).  The Agency manages and directs basic and applied research and development projects for DoD, and pursues research and technology where the risk and payoff are both very high and where success may provide dramatic advances for traditional military roles and missions.

Sample Letter of Inquiry

Similar to the sample news release, below is a sample letter of inquiry that teams can customize and distribute to prospective sponsors on their letterhead to pique their interest and create opportunities to explore potential sponsorships.

Date, Month, Year

Name

Title

Organization

Address

City, State Zip

Dear Name:

In March of 2004, (Team Name/Sponsor) will participate in a history-making event planned by the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) of the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD), and we are writing to make you aware of what we see as an unprecedented opportunity. 

The inaugural DARPA Grand Challenge will feature teams of autonomous robotic ground vehicles navigating a course of approximately 300 miles between Los Angeles and Las Vegas, and the team that most quickly completes the route in less than the prescribed time will receive a cash prize of $1 million.  (Team/Sponsor Name’s) decision to participate in the Grand Challenge reflects our view that it captures the essence of America’s heritage of innovation and ingenuity, and that it will help enhance our national security by fostering the development of robotic vehicle technology.

The Grand Challenge offers a unique opportunity for corporate sponsors to gain visibility through their involvement in what promises to be a high-profile event that will gain widespread media coverage and interest among leaders in defense, science, technology and academia.  We would welcome the opportunity to explore ways that your organization’s support for our team might work to our mutual benefit.

A representative from our Grand Challenge team will be in touch soon to talk further about ways this unique event could work for both of us.  We look forward to continued discussions.

Sincerely,

Name

Title

